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ABSTRACT

This research is a qualitative research, with the objective of examining the
transformation to modernity and people empowerment, and the forms of change towards
modernity and people empowerment in Maha Sarakham Province. The informants are people
living in communities that experience rapid change towards modernity, through the
establishment of Maha Sarakham university and relocation of government offices. The
researcher selected informants through purposive sampling, taking advice from the headman
and village elder. This began with interviews of one headman from each village, totaling 2
persons, both of whom were from the local administration of the research area and knew the
most about every aspect of the area A group meeting of village elders was conducted in order
to select 4 elder representatives from Kham Riang subdistrict, and 3 from Waeng Nang
subdistrict, coming to total of 7 village elder informants. The village elders then selected
representatives who would be key informants, as suitable for the issues being examined,
whereby 20 came from Kham Riang subdistrict, and 16 from Waeng Nang subdistrict,
coming to a total of 45 persons. Also specifically selected were 3 government officials who
had key roles Maha Sarakham Province, namely the provincial governor of Maha Sarakham
Province, President of Maha Sarakham university, and chief executive of the Provincial

Administration Organization (PAQO). The instruoment used was an in-depth interview



questionnaire which featured structured questions, data were then analyzed, summarized and

discussed.

The resuits are as follow: 1) Transformation to modemity and people
empowerment in Maha Sarakham Province. Social Structure: In the past, settlement took
place in the highland areas, consisting of small villages living together with a home space,
having low population of only a few households. Their way of life was one of mutual help,
charitable giving and sharing. Most inherited the occupation of their ancestors, which is rice
farming, raising cows and buffaloes. They lived as an extended family with grand parents,
parents, siblings, or as several families living together. Economy wise, the villagers were
impoverished, with income from selling rice, cows, buffaloes and vegetables. In terms of
educational institution, there are small schools in the village or the subdistrict, and higher
levels of learning requires going into the province or Bangkok. It is unpopular to send
offsprings for higher education, with most completing only primary 2 or primary 4. Most
people are Buddhists, and believe in ghosts, sacred objects and guardian spirits. The temple
is the center for conducting various rituals, with the ancestral shrine being the sacred place of
the village. In terms of public health, there is preference for powdered herbs, root medicines,
traditional medicines from the folk healers and spiritual healers. As for administration in the
village, the village elder is the leader taking care of the villagers in mediation any conflicts
that occur. Characteristic of change towards modernity: The establishment of Mahasarakham
university and relocation of government offices led to higher and more varied employment,
creating new occupations both private businesses, government jobs, and freelance work.
There were adaptations of new technology to use in the area, such as padi tractors, harvesters,
rice mill and electricity, etc. Upgrade of social status took place, becoming well off or
wealthier, with offsprings completing at least bachelor’s degree, having modern amenities.
Also, prosperity also influenced family characteristics, changing from extended family to
nuclear families, communicating through communication devices. Temple visits became
restricted only to holy days. As for various perspectives of the world, internet technology
(IT) came to have a great role, allowing the citizens to be aware and know of new changes

that could happen rapidly. Characteristic of people empowerment in Mahasarakham



province: Growth of the city and society occurred in Mahasarakham province. Politically,
citizens knew more about participation more than before, both at the regional and national
levels. Administratively, they were more autonomous, with more freedom and participation.
Economically better off, more comfortable, with high income. As for natural resources,
forestry and water resources, both government, citizen and the community campaigned to
conserve the environment, and better understood the effects. Also, citizens knew about law,
use of law, as well as law related organizations, such as the court, where to appeal, ctc.
2) Forms of change towards modernity and people empowerment in Maha Sarakham
province: There would be a drive to change towards modernity, respectively according to
¢citizen settlement, community way of life, occupation, the family institution, economic
institutions, educational institutions, religious institutions, public health and administrative
institutions. These are critical to bringing about the drive that creates change in the social
structure, bringing about change towards modemity in the form of new employment, new
occupations, adaptations of new technology, as well as social status upgrading. These
changes as mentioned would influence people empowerment in steps as follows: The first
and very important foundation is the society, administration, politics, economics, law,
followed by national resources, environment, technology, industry and businesses that are
inter-related along the steps from the very bottom to the very top, and in every aspect,
namely, people empowerment.

The body of knowledge that was discovered can be synthesized from political
science approach as follows: The development process is a paradigm of change in 3 phases
of development, according to policy or state activity in establishing Maha Sarakham
university and the new town hall (relocation of government offices), reflecting a picture of
policy implementation and public administration that occurred in the area. The first stage:
The socicty’s original state of the area, way of life, education and others from 61 years ago,
e.g.a highland area, sparsely populated, a way of life linked with rice farming,
codependence, with the highest authority being the village elder. The second stage: 36-60
years of development in the area, bringing about change towards modernity, with adjustments

in the forms of renumeration, having new occupations, change in social status, use of new
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technology in life as a result of changes in the area and a more prosperous society, with less
interdependence, and a better socio-economic status, etc. The third stage is the present,
reflecting the highly important people empowerment in the form of change towards
modernity and people empowerment of citizens in Maha Sarakham province, where every
public agency or government bureaucracy can use in the planning of governmental
administration, for making plans, strategy, or public policy, be it for social, political,
microeconomic, technological and governmental administration, all of which are key to
public administration knowledge. The synthesis : To discovery theory modernity change is
always from public policy making by state. Specially of university build policy, count as
power measure (Voradej Chandarasorn)to push forward stable in various development

model.

Keywords : Modernity, People Empowerment
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