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ABSTRACT

The research aimed to: 1) study the operation of the child development centers under
the local administrative organizations in Huay Mek District, Kalasin Province; 2} compare the
opinions of personnel whose status and size of the child development center were different on
the operation of the child development centers under the focal administrative organizations in
Huay Mek District, Kalasin Province; and 3) study the recommendations and ways of
developing the operation of the child development centers under the local administrative
organizations in Huay Mek District, Kalasin Province, The research was divided into 2 phases.
Phase 1 was the study of the operation. The sample comprised administrators, child
development center committee members, and child care teachers, totally 430 persons, obtained
through multistage sampling. The instrument used was a 5-level rating scale questionnaire with
the discrimination power ranging from 0.33 to 0.76, and the total reliability of 0.96. The
analysis of data employed a ready-made computer program to find the frequency, percentage,
mean, and standard deviation. The hypothesis testing employed F-test and t-test. Phase 2 was
the study of recommendations and ways of developing the operation. The target group
consisted of 6 persons who were in charge or were author of academic work in early childhood
education, with expertise in administration of early childhood education, obtained through
purposive sampling, The instrument was an interview form. The analysis of data employed

interpretation of the opinions of the experienced persons.



The findings are as follows:

1. The administrators, the child development center committee members, and the
child care teachers had their opinions on the operation of the child development centers under
the local administrative organizations in Huay Mek District, Kalasin Province, on the whole,
in the high level. Ranked in descending order according to the value of the mean, the top 3
aspects are: administration of the child development center, academic and curricular
activities, and personnel,

2, The personnel with a different status had a difference in their opinion on the
operation of the child development centers under the local administrative organizations in
Huay Mek District, Kalasin Province, with statistical significance at the 0,05 level. However,
the personnel with a different status who worked in the child development centers of a
different size had no difference in their opinions.

3. The recommendations and ways of developing the operation of the child
development centers under the local administrative organizations in Huay Mek District,
Kalasin Province are as f"ollows: on the aspect of administration of the child development
center, a committee of capable persons should be appointed to decide on the matters of
budget and purchasing of educational supplies; on the aspect of personnel, the personnel
should be promoted to further their education and develop themselves; they should be
promoted to realize the role and duty of the child care teacher ; on the aspect of buildings and
grounds, environment and safety, individuals should be promoted to take part in improving
the surroundings and equipments so they are ready for use with efficiency; on the aspect of
academic and curricular activities, concerned persons should be promoted to support the
evaluation of learning organization with quality instruments; on the aspect of participation
and support from all parties, parents and concerned persons should be invited to take part in
the operation, meetings for problem hearings, and exchanging of data and information for
solving problems of the children in appropriate ways; and on the aspect of childhood
development network promotion, building children development network should be promoted

by supporting the appointiment of a joint committee for efficient operation.



