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ABSTRACT

This research had the objectives to: 1. study the state of operation of educational
institutions that offered early childhood education and had efficient cognitive development of
children in early childhood; 2. build a model of educational institution administration for
cognitive development of children in early childhood and 3. experiment with the model of
educational institution administration for cognitive development of children in early
childhood and evaluate the results of the experiment as well as evaluate the children’s
cognitive development. The key informants were 10 cducational administrators and teachers
from 2 areas that comprised: 1) educational institutions that offered early childhood education
and had efficient cognitive development under Bangkok Office of Elementary Education
Service Area and under Nakhonpathom Office of Elementary Education Service Area 1; 2)
informants who gave data relating to building the model of educational institution
administration for cognitive development of children in early childhood consisted of 5
educational administrators, 5 teachers, 10 parents, 3 academicians/educational supervisors,
and 2 experts/university lecturers, totally 25 persons; 3) informants who gave data relating to
the experiment and evaluation of the model of educational institution administration for
cognitive development of children in early childhood were from 2 schools in Khon Kaen
Office of Elementary Education Service Area 2. The informants consisted of 2 educational
institution administrators, 6 teachers, 5 parents, totally 13 persons. In addition, there were 30

kindergarten 2 students from the experimental schools and 18 kindergarten 2 students from



the controlled schools, totally 48 students. The instruments were composed of a checklist, a
rating scale questionnaire, and an open-ended questionnaire. The quantitative data were
analyzed with a computer program. The qualitative data employed a content analysis and a
form for evaluation of children in early childhood.

The results of the research are summarized as follows:

1. From the study of the state of operation of educational institutions that
offered early childhood education and had efficient cognitive development, it was found that
the educational institutions possessed knowledge and understanding of principles, ideas, and
theories in effective organization of early childhood education, They realized and used such
knowledge and understanding to gear the administration of early childhood education toward
efficiency. In terms of the state of operation, the educational institutions developed the
administration, teachers, curriculum, learning process, parents’ participation, media and
learning sources. On the whole, the operation was in the high level, with the average of 3.98.
Especially, the administration of.the educational institutions was practiced most.

2. In building the model of educational institution administration for cognitive
development of children in early childhood, it was found that the effective model of
educational institution administration that affected early childhood cognitive development
comprised 6 strategies, These are: the strategy of administration development; the strategy of
curriculum development; the strategy of teacher development; the strategy of leaming process
development; the strategy of parents’ participation; and the strategy of media and learning
source development. There were 28 projects corresponding to the strategies and they were
used as operational strategies.

3. In terms of the experiment and the evaluation of the model of educational
institution administration for cognitive development of children in early childhood, it was
found that after the experiment and the evaluation of the model of educational institution
administration for cognitive development of children in early childhood, the average of the
opinions of the administrators, teachers, and the parents on the success of the experiment of
the model of educational institution administration for cognitive development of children in

early childhood was 3.25. This was higher than 2.76 which was the average of the opinions



before the experiment. Also, the results of the evaluation of the children’s cognitive
development after using the model of educational institution administration for cognitive
development of children in early childhood revealed that the experimental group yielded the
results on the 4 aspects of cognitive development of children in early childhood - using
language in communication according to the age, the ability to think and solve problems
according to the age, having imagination and creative ideas, having good attitude toward
learning and having skills in acquiring knowledge - on the whole, the average was 2.53. This
was higher than the average 2.26 of the céntrolled group with statistical significance at the
level of .05. This means the model of educational institution administration for cognitive
development of children in early childhood was effective and resulted in a higher cognitive

development of children in early childhood in all aspects.



