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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to construct an English reading comprehension
test, to assess the quality of the test and to set the norr'ns for grade 8 students. The sample
subjects were 363grade 8 students in the 1" semester of 2011 under the Secondary Education
Service Area Office 29, they were selected by using the multi — stage sampling random
sampling method. The research instrument was an English reading comprehension test with
30 itemns. The test’s quality was verified by the content validity, the difficulty indices, the

discrimination indices, and the reliability coefficient.
Results of the research were as follows :

1. The English reading comprehension test was 30 items of multiple choices
consisting of 5 parts: Family, Environment, Food & Drink, Occupation and Weather.

2. The finding indicated that the value of the I0C index of the test regarding
the quality assessment was .60 - 1.00. The difficulty value of the test was .30 - .81, the
discrimination value was .24-.90 and the reliability value was .80.

3. Regarding the comparison with the norms, it was found the level of English
reading comprehension of the grade 8 students was from T, - T, of the T- score, The average
level of reading comprehension of the students was moderate. The finding showed that 25.30
percent of the students were at a high level, 34.16 percent of the students were at moderate

level and 25.34 percent of the students were at a low level,



