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Abstract

This research had the objectives to study and compare the operation of the child
development centers under Tambon municipalities in Nongkhai province and to study
recommendations on development of the child development centers operation under Tambon
municipalities in Nongkhai province. The sample comprised mayors, chairpersons of Tambon
municipality councils, educational technocrats, heads of the child development centers, and
chairpersons of the child development center committees, 144 persons altogether, The sample
size was determined according to Krejcie and Morgan table and Simple Random Sampling.
The instrument used was a rating scale questionnaire with an open-ended questionnaire, The
total reliability of the questionnaire was 0.90 The statistics employed included percentage,
mean, and standard deviation. The statistics for the hypothesis testing consisted of t-test
(independent samples), one-way analysis of variance (one-way ANOVA), and paired test

according to Scheffe *s method. The statistical significance was set at .05
The results are as follows:

1. The operation of the child development centers under Tambon
municipalities in Nongkhai province, on the whole and by aspects, was in the high level.
Ranked from high fo low according to the value of the mean, the aspects are in the following
order: the aspect of child development center management; the aspect of building, ground,
environment and safety; the aspect of personnel; the aspect of academic and curricular
activities; the aspect of promotion of early childhood development network; and the aspect of

participation and support from all parties in the community.



2. The comparison of the operation of the child development centers under
Tambon municipalities in Nongkhai province, classified by sex, age, educational level,
position of the respondent, and the size of the municipality reveals that there was no
difference.

3. Recommendations on the development of the child development centers
operation under Tambon municipalities in Non gkhai Province in each aspect are as follows:
in the aspect of child development center management, there should be a clear-cut policy and
operation plan and they are in congruence; budget should be adequately allocated; the
administrator should give a high priority to the development of the child development center;
in the aspect of personnel, the personnel should be developed so they are always active, their
morale is created, and they are supported to go further in their education; in the aspect of
building, ground, environment and safety, the child development center must be clean, the
buildings must be durable, the space is adequate and suitable for activities, and there are
enough playground equipment; in the aspect of academic and curricular activities, the centers
should use the same curriculum and the community should take part in constructing the
curricutum, the local wisdom should be in the content, the curriculum is simple and relevant
to the children’s locality; in the aspect of participation and support from all parties in the
comnmunity, the operation of the child development center should be publicized and the
community should take part in learning and teaching, the community should provide financial
support for the center, and a parents® club should be set up; in the aspect of promotion of
early childhood development network, there should be exchanges of ideas among the child
development centers, creating a network is promoted in ail levels, and a coordinating

committee of the network is appointed.



