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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study the factors affecting on secondary students
skipping classes in Vientiane Municipality, Loa People’ s Democratic Republic and acquire
viewpoints and recommendation to prevent students skipping classes. The samples of this
research were 396 secondary students who were studying in grade 1-6 in the second semester of
the 2007 academic year. The instrument used in the research was a rating scale questionnaires.
The statistics used for analyzing the data was Multiple Linear Regression Analysis.

The results of the research were as follows:

1. Factors affecting on skipping classes:

1.1 Closed friends: most students who had skipped classes had hung out with their
closed friends whom were also skipping classes. Sometimes they were persuaded but sometimes
they persuaded their friends to skip classes. The effects of absence from class were closed friends.

1.2 Family relationship problems: most students who had skipped classes had
conflicts in the family. They lacked of love, lacked of warmness, and lacked of nurture from the
family. They were also unhappy.

1.3 School grade level: most students who had been skipped classes had low grade
level. The grade point average was 1.00-4.99. The study showed that if the students got grade
point average higher than 5.00, the students skipped classes less than those.

1.4 Class level: most students who skipped classes were upper secondary students.
The study revealed that the students who studied higher level, the absence from class were also

rated higher.



2. Viewpoints to prevent students from skipping classes:

Most students learnt that skipping classes were bad behavior. It was against the rules
and regulations of school. They indicated that students skipped classes because they play video
game addiction, nightlife addiction, hanging out with friends. They were lazy to study because
they could not catch up with the lessons. They did not like the subjects they were studying. They
did not understand what they had learnt and sometimes they were blamed by the teachers.
Moreover, the classroom was uncomfortable such as no electric fan, too many students in class,
unable to hear the teachers. The classroom was too hot and stuffy. Students who had family
relationship problems particularly did not want to attend the class and finally the students were
bored with studying. They disliked some of the teachers and friends. These made them skip
classes.

3. Recommendations to prevent students from skipping classes:

The school should be arranged interesting activities during the available periods.
Teachers and parents should coordinate to ensure students to attend classes. The advisor or leader
of the class should pay attention to check thé number of students in the class regularly. The
school should seriously control and follow-ups and be conscious in learning. The school should
be coordinated with the policeman to catch the students who got away from school. “Tell a friend
Project’ should be provided, The classrooms should be improved in learning and teaching
technique including classroom environment. There should be strictly control about the video
game shop, billiard and snooker club, vender game and other electric game boxes located

surrounding the institutions or schools.



