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ABSTRACT

This research is a historical study of Isan social development during 24th-25th
Buddhist Centuries. In the past, Isan or the Northeast of Thailand, was governed under the
‘Ayasi’, being influenced by the Lanchang Empire; while Nakhon Ratchasima and other
towns in Southern Isan were influenced by the central government, and thus ruled by
governors and town committees, similar to those in the central area. Isan towns were
related to the central govemn-lent through presenting of offerings or resources, mainly local
wild products, besides recruitment of laborers and other special drafting at wartime. An
example of this was the French expansion into the Mekong region, prompting His Majesty
King Rama V to adjust the organizational structure of administration for closer government
by appointing his younger prince brother the royal governor acting for him, This led to
reduction of focal rulers’ power while increasing the number of central government officials
assigned with central government policies for administration. This loss of administrative
power of local rulers gradually led to more resistance on their part. Apart from this, a
change from the central government’s collecting of offerings or resources to collecting
monetary currency also made it more difficult for townspeople because Isan was a society
of little trade and minimal use of currency. Besides, there were usually droughts throughout
the area causing shortages of rice supply, followed by necessity to seek food supplies
elsewhere. This inevitably turned Isan into a society of mutual sharing and assistance.

Isan inhabitants mostly relied on farming and wild products. They produced and
made what they needed and exchanged for what they lacked. So the Isan economy and way

oflife was , more or less, self-sufficient at certain level and began to gradually change with
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