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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study and compare the levels of using
local wisdom, as a whole and by aspect, in school-based éurriculum development in
the schools under Maha Sarakham Office of Educational Service Area 1, and to study
the suggestions in using local wisdom to increase the efﬁc;ienoy of learning and
teaching organization. The sample consisted of 369 schooliadministrators, teachers,
and local wisdom holders. The sample size was determinea by using the Taro
Yamane’s formula. The sample was obtained through multi-stage random sampling
and simple random sampling. The instrument was a rating scale guestionnaire with
0.97 reliability value. The analysis employed a computer program. The statistics used
in the analysis included frequency, mean, standard deviation, and percentage. t-test
(independent) analysis and one-way ANOVA were used to test the hypotheses.

The ﬁildings are as follows:

1. The level of using local wisdom, as a whol;;-, and by aspect, in school-
based carriculum development was at the high level. Ranked from high to low
according to the values of the mean, the aspects are in this order: the aspect of
writing new course descriptions or new subjects, the aspe@:t of adjusting learning-

teaching activities or extra activities, the aspect of adjusting the details of the content,



the aspect of improvement and selection of learning-teaching media, and the aspect of
making new media.

2. In the comparison of the levels of using the ;10031 wisdom, as a whole
and by aspect, in school-based curmriculum development, based on the status of the
sample and the size of the school it was found that:

2.1 the school administrators, teachers and local wisdom holders had a
difference in their opinions on the level of using local wisédom in school-based
curriculum development with statistical significance at .05 level. That is, the level of
using local wisdom seen by the teachers was higher than that seen by the
administrators and the local wisdom holders;

2.2 the schools of different size did not maice any difference in the
level of using local wisdom, as a whole and by aspect, in school-based curriculum
development.

3. Suggestions on using local wisdom to increase the efficiency of learning
and teaching organization m the schools in each aspect are summarized and ranked
from high to low as follows: '

3.1 the aspect of adjusting keaming—teaching: activities or extra activities
included: learning activity organization should be in congruence with the learpers and
the Iocality; attention should be paid to the learning-teaching activities of the local
wisdom holders; and planning for continuous using of local wisdom in learning-
teaching should be made; :

3.2 the aspect of adjusting the details of the content included: the
adjustment should be made in a way that the curriculuméis more applicable; the
needs of the learners should be studied; the learners should be motivated to realize
and be more interested in learning seriously; and the conitent should be adjusted to be
in congruence with the locality;

3.3 the aspect of improvement and selection of learning-teaching media
included: the knowledge and experience of the local Wisciom holders in learning-
teaching should be used; the knowledge and ability of the local wisdom holders

should be recognized and accepted; a roster of local wisdom holders should be made;



and the work of the local wisdom holders should be clearly shov;.rn;

3.4 the aspect of making new Icaming-teachiﬁg media inchided: budget
should be allocated for making media; activities should be suitable and should
motivate learners to use their knowledge in their daily life; school administrators
should direct, follow, evaluate and support the making of ﬁew teaching-learning
media; |

3.5 the aspect of writing new course descripﬁons or new subjects
included: the new course description should be made suita};nle for the learners;
personnel should be encouraged to acquire knowledge aboﬁt writing new course
descriptions or new subjects; and parents, lcarners, and ﬁ:@ commuiity should be

promoted to understand the new course descriptions or ne\fv subjects.



