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Abstract

This research aimed to: 1) study the community identity that can be used in the
development of life skills of children and youths of Ban Uparat community; 2) develop
learning activities for children and youths in the development of life skills through the
community identity of Ban Uparat; 3) study behaviors relating to life skills of children and
youths of Ban Uparat community after using the learning activities through the community
identity. The target group comprised 20 children and youths of Ban Uparat. The period of
time of the research was from January to May 2012. The instruments consisted of a survey
form for life skills of children and youths before using the learning activities, a survey of
identities and a survey of needs, a record of focus group discussions, an interview form,

a behavior observation form, a record of life skill development and a life skills evaluation
form. The statistics used were mean, standard deviation and percentage. The results were
presented in tables and through descriptive analysis.

The results are as follows:

1. The study of the community context, the state of problems, the life skills




of children and youths before using the leamning activities, the community identities that can
be used in the development of life skills and needs of children and youths revealed that most
people in the community of Ban Uparat lived on agricutture. Most children and youths in the
Ban Uparat community spent their free time uselessly. For example, they played computer
games, took drugs, and disturbed the community by racing motorcycles. As a results, the
children and youths lacked life skills which were important to their life. The survey of life
skills of children and youths before using the leamning activities revealed that 3 aspects of life
skills of children and youths were needed to be developed, namely: the aspect of creative
thinking, the aspect of building interpersonal relationship, and the aspect of understanding
other people. Therefore, the author developed these aspects of life skills through the
community identities of Ban Uparat, From the survey, it was found that the community of
Ban Uparat had the following occupational identities: rice farming, growing organic
vegetables, making mats, raising CP chicken, and making ftraditional Thai rice vermicelli.
And the survey of needs revealed that the children and youths wanted to learn the identity of
making traditional Thai rice vermicelli,

2. The orgaﬁization of the learning activities for the development of the life skills
of children and youths of Ban Uparat community through making traditional Thai rice
vermicelli comprised 3 learning bases with 5 learning activities.

3. The results of using the learning activities for the development of life skills of
children and youths of the community of Ban Uparat revealed that the children and youths
had their life skills in the high level (X =4.10, S.D.= 0.54). This was higher than the level
found before using the learning activities when it was in the moderate level (.'f =2.65,

S.D.=0.71)




