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Abstract

The present work aimed to study and compare the expected role and actual role in
the participatory promotion and community forestry development of local administration
organizations (LAQO) in Maha Sarakham Province. In addition, to explore the conditions that
facilitates and impedes such roles. The study focused on four areas: policies to promote and
develop participatory community forestry, the program / project, implementation, and
monitoring. The study revealed that 46 of the local administrations which community forestry
projects are located. It use of mixed methods between quantitative and qualitative research.
The guantitative research uses questionnaires as a tool for collecting data. The qualitative
research uses methods of focus group meetings, personal and group Interviews, with frames
as an interview tool. Quantitative analysis use percentage, mean and standard deviation. The
analysis of qualitative data uses a descriptive analysis. Results of research are as
follow; expected role in all aspects is of moderate average 1.82, while the actual role is less in
all aspects as well, mean 1.28, which mostly significant causes is lack of understanding the
local administration organization, and not sure about the role. The participants, mostly, reflect
not understanding and knowledge of the role before. So do not know what to expect how the
role has been. Therefore, the role in actval practice is at a low level on all sides. Some local
adminisirations know and understand these roles before. Therefore, local administration
organizations are mostly, suggested to promote and develop knowledge and understanding of

these roles clearly and focus on building cooperation between them.



