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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study awareness of morality and immorality according to
Buddhist beliefs among convicts of Maha Sarakham Prison in relation to their gender, age, class,
type of guilt, and level of education. The population for this study were 546 convicts in Maha
Sarakham Prison from which 450 convicts, 364 male and 86 female, were selected as subjects to
participate in the study.

The instrument used in this study was a two-part questionnaire: the first part for general
information on gender, age, class, type of guilt, and level of education: the other part consisted of
two-choice questionnaire items inquiring about their awareness of Buddhist beliefs regarding
morality or immorality. Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics and the statistics used
were percentage and Chi-square to study relationship between independent and dependent
variables.

The Study revealed that 86.43 % of Maha Sarakham convicts were generally aware of
Buddhist morality and immorality. Among the Buddhist beliefs analyzed, physical immorality
was rated highest, followed by the act of giving, spiritual immorality, aspiration, verbal
immorality, and beliefs regarding Buddhist precepts, respectively, When their beliefs regarding
morality were analyzed, it was found that 85.96 % believed in the act of giving, aspiration and

precepts. Among the beliefs regarding immorality, 87.16 % were generally aware of
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immorality: physical, spiritual, and verbal immorality, respectively. Results of comparison
analysis revealed that convicts’ age, class, type of guilt, and level of education were significantly
related to their Buddhist beliefs in morality and immorality at the .05 level. Convicts of clder ages
had more Buddhist belief but those of more serious guilt had less, and so did those with higher
level of education who also had less belief. However, there was no relationship between

convicts’ gender and Buddhist belief in morality and immorality.



