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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were 1} to studv a role of community
organization background 2) to study the affect from conservation in Kok Hin Lahd Forest.
The researcher had studied in Kok Hin Lahd forest covering 20 villages. 5 tambons in
Muang district and Kaedam district, Mahasarakham province.

The sample group for this study was divided into 2 groups. One was a related
people group and the other was a related state group. The related people group which
consisted of local leader, the community forest conservation village, local wisdom
professor, monk, teacher and student. ~ The related state group comprised with official of
the office of Mahasarakham Regional Forestry, Head of village Tambon Administration
Organization. and Province Administration Organization. Data collected by interviewing
and observing. The tool in use consisted of 3 interviews for local wisdom people and
official of the officc of Mahasarakham Regional Forestry. The study was found out that Kok
Hin Lahd forest was rich biodiversity for centuries. The park was a fruitful of tree species and
contained of natural food for local people who living around boundaries. Nowadays the rapidly
expanding population, rapid economic development and expanding agricultural areas contributed

to difficulties of containing forest destruction, the remained forest was only 2,622 rais.



The Thai government policy has encouraged the expansion of the forest plantation to
Kok Hin Lahd forest community. The local people believed that the project will cause adverse
effect more than improve the land. They had a greater willingness for their rights to protect the
forest. They work together to against the forest officials. They formed to establish Kok Hin
Lahd community forest organization which consisted of 5 tambon 20 villages from Muang
district and Kaedum district, Maha Sarakham province. The network forced the power of
officials to demand the recovery of the forest and take care the fand by themselves, Furthermore
they reclaimed to discontinue the forest plantation project. The people believed the forest was the
heart and mind of the community for very long period. They have strong sense of ownership of
the forest, has been long term use the natural resources under threat the traditional obligations
from many generations, never have any experiences by the Forest laws.

There was numercus information from network parties and the organizations which
supported the local people idea and promoted their interest in carrying out long term protection
and changed the role in forest management instead of the role of the forest officials. In addition to
That law, it was stated that the rights and freedom of the Thai people to preserve and restore the
traditional cultures, knowledge and local arts of their local community, and participated in the
management, maintenance, preservation and utilization of natural resources and environment in a
balanced way. The broader participant of local people linked to network organizations which was
strengthen the role of conservation and protection the forest. As a result, the forest had become to
be a rich biodiversity and the villagers were received benefits from the forest products.

Three effective factors that have undertaken to Kok Hin Lahd community forest
conservation were 1) geography sector, the recovery forest has demarcation of boundaries. 2)
economic sector, the forest was where the people be able to go to look for forest products and
herbs through the year. The income per household from collect mushrooms for selling was ‘no less
than 10,000 baht a year. The group of the people in community was expanded into many groups
of interests and jobs, such as a group of local medicine, a group of women carrier promotion, a
group of One tambon One product, and a group of agriforest. 3) society and culture sector, the

group of local people was enhanced social harmony and the unity, performed sense of public



preservation, respect to forest resources, set rules to use of forest products, and particularly to
create co operations among state institutions, local organizations, and third parties.

From the study, it is clear that conserving forest by local people in a community is
capable to achieve the forest preservation. It will be best served in the long run depending on the
relationship between the government and local communities. In conclusion, conservation forest
by local communities is a sign of the move towards greater challenge for achieving a stable and

protective forest.



