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ABSTRACT

This research” aimed to “study "public participation in sub-district
development “in" relation to the “foltowing independent wvariables: age, gender,
education, social status, occupation, income, need for honor, need for good
relationship with neighbours, and expectation for rewards. The objectives were to
investigate what factors or variables affected public participation in sub-district
development. Subjects for this research were 273 household representatives or
informants randomly selected from 852 households in Dongyai Sub-district. Data
were collected by using a questionnaire and analyzed by using the SPSS for
Windows. The statistics used in this research were Percentage, Mean, Standard
Deviation, and Chi-square.

The study revealed the following findings. Gender was found to
significantly affect public participation in sub-district development at the .05 level;
this could be due to the fact that rural people still have higher respect for male

than female.  As for age, it was found that public participation was not



significantly affected by this variable; probably because sub-district development
usually provides opportunity for pecple of every age group to participate in
development projects. Regarding education, the study revealed that educational
qualifications did not significantly affect public participation in Dongyai Sub-
district development; this could be explained by the compromising way of life
existing in Dongyai Sub-district: that is, people’s mutual respect for one another in
expressing opinions and their equal share in sub-district development activities
regardless of educational qualifications. Similarly, marital status was found to
have no influence on Dongyai public participation, due to people’s accepting one
another to participate in sub-district develogpment without considering their marital
status. With reference to occupation, which was not a significant variable for
public participation, one possible .reason for this is that most sub-district
development projects are usually carried out while people are not occupied by their
main occupations.  As for income, the study also found that this factor did not
affect people’s participation either, probably due to their realizing that they all
share mutual benefits from sub-district development projects regardless of
differences in income earning. On ihe contrary, social position significantly
affected public participation in sub-district development at the .05 level. Those
who were group leaders were likely to participate more in sub-district
development: probably because of their direct responsibility and their assigned
duties to supervise, support, or promote their sub-district developmeni projects.
Another factor, need for honor, was also found to affect their participation in
development projects significantly; this could be explained in people’s need to be
socially accepted, which could strengthen their intemal power and pride. On the
other hand, people’s need for good relationship with neighbors was not a

significant variable for their participation in sub-district development; probably
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due to the fact that most rural people live in extended families through which they
can easily communicate and share information with one another regardless of
which families they belong to. However, their expectation for reward actually
affected their participation in sub-district development significantly at the .05
level, probably a result of publicity regarding rewards and benefits that their sub-
district would receive upon completion of development projects.

The overall level of public participation in Dongyai sub-district
development was at a moderate level. This could be explained by the fact that
those who are mostly involved in or responsible for sub-district development
project activities are officials, naturally having more opportunity to participate in
development activities than the general public that might have less opportunity to

do so.



